 MCA Board of Director Meeting Minutes:  September 9th, 2009
Meeting called to order at 2:10pm   Present was Ed Baur, Matt Angeli, Tony Rich, Thomas Rehmeier, and Bob Holliman. Absent - Ron Luther, Tim Campbell, *John Sutton, and *Bob Howe.  This represented a Quorum.
Next meeting date set for January 16th, backup date is January 23rd.  2pm, Memorial Union, Columbia.

The board unanimously certified the election results reported by James Davies, Election Commissioner.
Bob Howe arrived at 2:20

Bob Howe presented the minutes from the March 7th, 2009 meeting.  The minutes were approved unanimously.  

Election of Officers: All officers were elected unopposed.
President: Thomas Rehmeier

Vice President: Tony Rich

Secretary: Bob Howe

Treasurer: Nathaniel Fast

Treasurer’s Report: The MCA account remains near the $3000 mark.  

Delegate’s Meeting:  The region’s and states committee made no vote on the David Cole matter.  Thomas Rehmeier and Bob Holliman were present at the committee meeting to represent the MCA, but they reported that the matter was covered with them contributing little.  After discussing the issue the body considered it a non-issue due to Mr. Cole accepting a full refund of his life membership dues.

Other Points reported from the USCF Delegates meeting:

No blitz rating: the motion to create a separate blitz rating was rejected.
Change in 14H:  The “insufficient losing chances” rule was changed so that the first and only option in a 14H claim should be to change the game clock to one set with delay if available.  The old rule may be retained if announced at the tournament as a variation.
USCF Delegates are now appointed by the State affiliates.  The current delegates apply for next year still.  After that the state chapter can assign the delegates.   This eliminates the bi-yearly election for USCF delegates.
Bulletin Report:  Bob Howe reported that printed memberships continue to decline.  Only about 60 were sent out last edition.  Bob questioned the long term viability of the printed version given this trend.  As always, Bob encouraged everyone to help with gathering information for the bulletin.   Tony and Bob Holliman asked for more direction on what type of articles they should create.

John Sutton joined at 2:50.

Chess Festival:  The Chess Festival is set for September in Columbia.  It will again be a combination of the Missouri Open, Invitational, and side events of blitz, quick, bughouse, and scholastic.
The General Membership meeting will be 9:30am on the Sunday of the Festival.

Tony will contact Bill’s grandson to confirm they will come for Bill Wrights MCA HOF induction.

Sixteen confirmed players at this point for the Invitational.  Another handful are expected.

Tony offered the St. Louis Chess Club for the MO Open next year at no cost for the MCA.  Also discussed hotel deals which the club has arranged to improve room situations for the players.
The board debated the advantages and disadvantages of the club versus the keeping the event in the center of the state.  A tentative plan of keeping the Missouri Open and Chess Festival in Columbia, but separating the Missouri Invitational to a separate weekend (with an amateur event alongside) to be run at the Chess Club was viewed positively.
Tony Rich motions the MO Open for 2010 be in Columbia.  Bob Holliman 2nds.  Passes.

Bob Howe motions Thomas Rehmeier be named organizer for the 2010 Mo Chess Festival.  Bob Holliman 2nd. Passes.

Ed Baur motions Bob Howe organize the 2010 Class championships, and Bob Holliman then take over the event.  Thomas Rehmeier 2nds.  Passes.

· Tony Rich, speaking as representative of the STL Chess Club, wants the Club to host a Missouri Junior Championship.  Tony presented a format for the event, which would be a new scholastic championship event.  (see appendix A)
Bob Holliman motions to create the award of Missouri Junior Champion and awards the event to the CCSCSL for 2010. John Sutton 2nd.  Passes 6-0-1 Tony Rich abstained
National Events:  Tony Rich brought a recommendation that the MCA take on the US Class Championship next year.  It has a bid over due and is a reasonable event.  There  was then a lengthy discussion on budget, location, and specifics of this event.  The board was supportive of the idea and agreed to create a committee to work on the details of the bid. 

Tony Rich, Bob Holliman, and Matt Angeli were appointed to a committee to pursue a Bid to the USCF.  The committee will submit by E-mail a final bid for the board to approve.

Player of the Year Awards:  Thomas Rehmeier reported the winners.  The idea seemed to be popular and is likely to be continued next year.
Player of the Year:

1. Kevin D Johnson  2. Josh Frank  3. William Tong

Scholastic Player of the Year.  The committee choose:

1. Kevin Cao

2. Isiah Gadson

3. Josiah Moore

The scholastic committee would like to see a formal/point system for next year.  The current committee agreed to remain for next year, with the addition of John Sutton.

Junior Membership: The idea of adding a junior membership was argued at length.  No motion was made.
Tony Rich motioned to change the MCA fees to $5 for scholastic,  $10 for adults, $20 for printed,   Family economy $15, Family printed, $25.   Bob Holliman 2nd.  (amend, T-Reh, add family,  Amend T-Rich, as of Jan 1st.)  Passes.
Bob Holliman motioned for the Gateway Chess League to pay half the required Dollar per head fee from the 2009 State Championship.  (due to the loss the organization took in 08)  Tony Rich 2nd,  Passes.

John Sutton would like to see the MCA work on getting MSHAA to get Chess as an approved activity.  This idea, which was looked at a few years ago was debated by the board, with no clear mandate. The MCA has previously researched this and is at this time remains unenthusiastic about the idea.  

Tony Rich moves to adjourn, Bob Holliman 2nds.  Meeting adjourned at 4:40pm.

